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Testing both Risk and Control Factors of Juvenile Delinquency
in Offline, Internet, and Cell Phone Media

Lee, Seong-Sik*

This study constructs an integrated model considering both risk and control
factors of delinquency and applies it to three types of delinquency across offline
real, internet, and cell phone media. This study examines the effects of low
self-control, negative emotion, and association with delinquent peers as risk
factors, and moral belief, the perceived formal sanctions, and social bonds as
control factors. This study tests not only their independent effects but interaction
effects between risk and control factors. Using data from surveying 715 male and
female middle school students, results show that low self-control and associations
with delinquent peers have significant effects on all types of delinquency. Results
also show that the effect of social bonds is significant in offline delinquency, the
effect of the perceived formal sanctions is significant in cell phone delinquency,
and the effect of moral belief is large in all types of delinquency. It is shown
that the interaction effect between low self-control and moral belief is significant
and also reveals that the effect of associations with delinquent peers can be
buffered by both the perceived formal sanction and social bonds. This results
support an integrated model of delinquency but they reveal that the effects of

each explanatory factor can be different across three types of delinquency.

¢ Key words : delinquency, integrated model, risk factors, control factors, media
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* Professor, Department of Information Sociology, Soongsil University
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