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The Interim Appraisal of the Civil Participation in
Criminal Jury Trial

Kim, Byung-Soo*

The Civil Participation in Criminal Jury Trial that people firstly participate in
criminal trial in history of Korea starts With expectation for securing the
truth-finding of the process and for strengthening of the democratic legitimacy
and the confidence of general people about criminal justice. But, there are
concerns as the credibility of jury verdict, the unfair selection of juror, the
increase of expense, the non-binding nature of the verdicts and 'the system that
get out of use in 3 years'. These expects and concerns come into sights during
2 years after the enforcement of the Civil Participation in Criminal Jury Trial.
We should watch the development of the Civil Participation in Criminal Jury
Trial about the truth-finding of the process, the strengthening of the democratic
legitimacy and the confidence of general people about criminal justice and the
increase of expense. But, it is positive that 'the Privileges of Former Post' and
'All mighty is the dollar' do not exist in the Civil Participation in Criminal Jury
Trial. Concerns for the credibility of juror verdict and the unfair selection of juror
proved to be unfounded. But the biggest problems are low-end receipt ratio and
a high withdrawal and exclusion ratio. Due to high appeal ratio and advice effect
of jury verdict, the effectiveness of the Civil Participation in Criminal Jury Trial
is being intensively criticized. The passive participation is discussed with
directly-opposed judging the attendance rate of juror. To improve these problems,

first of all, we should expand to White-Collar Crime that become the cause of

* Post-Doc, Institute of Law Studies, Pusan National University/ Lecturer, School of Law, P.N.U./
Ph. D. of Law
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the distrust of jurisdiction and White-Collar Crime be brought to compulsory
Civil Participation in Criminal Jury Trial. Secondly, to lower exclusion rate of
the court, the causes of exclusion be materialized. Thirdly, the jury verdict be
given binding effect in the end. Fourthly, the Appeal Court be limited. Fifthly, the
government should start a nationwide campaign to foster the public participation
in the jury trials. Lastly, the juror be considered with 'Easy and Fast Trial'

7

% Key words : The Civil Participation in Criminal Jury Trial, the Privileges of
Former Post, All mighty is the dollar, White-Collar Crime,

Binding nature of the verdicts, Easy and Fast Trial.
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