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A Study on the Special Judicial Police
for Environmental Protection

Kim, Seong—Eun*

In 1990 a special judicial police system was introduced in Korea for the effective
environmental investigations. For the past 20 years the Environmental Special
Judicial Police (ESJP) system has been improved continually and also has
expanded its range of duties. Now, the ESJP plays a very important role as one
of the major law enforcement agencies in the area of environmental protection.

However, the infrastructure and capacity of the ESJP system are still insufficient
for effective environmental control. Soon the "Environmental Investigator System"
(EIS) will be introduced by the Ministry of Environment to improve the ESJP
system. Then it is expected that the EIS as independent organization could
guarantee a stable position and stable working conditions of the ESJP and respond
to environmental crime effectively. But if only the EIS can enhance continually
its professionalism and capacity through intensive education and training, its

success can be guaranteed.

*» Key words : the Special Judicial Police, the Special Judicial Police for
Environmental Protection, the Environmental Investigator,

Effectiveness of Environmental Investigation

F121:2009. 11,6/ MAKFA)L 12009, 11,18/ AR ! 1 2009, 11,26

* Associate Research Fellow, Korean Institute of Criminology, Ph.D. in Law
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