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Reinterpretation and an Empirical Test of the
Antecedents of Prisonization Specified by Donald Clemmer

Min, Su—Hong

This study tested prisonization with data collected from 6 prisons in Korea,
Since the empirical validity of prisonization has been low in the United States,
a totally new approach to prisonization is demanded. In an effort to try a new
approach, this study started from the inventor of prisonization(Donald
Clemmer(1940)) and what he claimed; then, it reinterpreted the presented
antecedents of prisonization from the perspectives of social learning theory and
control theories, respectively.

Inmate characteristics, specified by Clemmer, of “a fairly stable personality
made by an adequacy of positive and socialized relationships during pre-penal
life,” “refraining from abnormal sex behavior, and excessive gambling,” and “a
ready willingness to engage seriously in work and recreative activities” were
interpreted as one's level of self-control, Empirical test results show that the
inmate's level of self-control was negatively related to his/her level of
prisonization, which supports self-control theory rather than social learning

theory.

% Keywords: prisonization, self-control, inmate, Clemmer
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