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Critical Comparison of Official Statistics to Victimization Data
: Explaining the Reduction of Victimization Rates

Hwang, Ji —Tae’

It is not exaggeration to say that most explanation for contrast between official
statistics and victimization data from early 1990s to middle 2000s in Korea —While
the official statistics showed increasing rates since early 1990s, the victimization
data indicated rather decreasing rates, — has been mainly related with increased
reporting.

Of course, such way of explaining is still partially valid. But, although the
increase in the official statistics might be taken as a sign of increased reporting,
increased reporting cannot verify the possibility of real decrease in crime rate.

This paper attempts to explain direct factors for declining victimization rates
or the possibility of real decrease in crime rate from early 1990s to late 2000s,
focusing on the facts that new entry for crime market has been reduced during

the same period.

< Keywords : Victimization Data, Official Statistics, Crime Market
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