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A Study on the Discrepancy between the Korean's
Consciousness and the Legal Concept Around the Obscene
Materials

Kim, Eun-Kyung*

This paper is designed in order to explore the problems and limits
of “obscenity” definition based on current criminal law and its
regulation policy responding on the sexually explicit materials.

The objective of this paper are as follows :

(1) to stand out the discrepancy bhetween the Korean's legal
consciousness and the legal concept around the obscene materials
through ’the national self- reported survey on general attitudes about
sexually explicit materials, 2007’;

(2) to figure out to distinguish between the sexual explicitness and
obscenity for the decision of control about sexual representations;

(3) to illustrate the fact that the analysis of the effects to three
types of sexual representations examine the validity of four legal
criteria about "obscenity”, and are based much more on the general
consciousness on social contents of materials rather than on the sexual
explicitness of representations, in other to practice rationally the

criminal justice policy as to obscene materials.
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Keywords : Obscenity, obscene material, explicit sexual material,
pornography
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