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A Study on the Understanding of Penological Purpose Considered
Through the Concept of Correction and Retribution

Jung, Woo—-Seok*

The purpose of this paper is to explain how penology, which
includes two incompatible elements "correction or resocialization” and
"retribution,” should be understood and interpreted. In order to
understand these seemingly dualistic objectives as duplicity in a higher
dimension, I consider different viewpoints of penology in actuality and
suggest several solutions to discord that comes from the difference.
As tools for discussion, I used Baudrillard’s simulation theory as a
theoretical framework to wunderstand penology in actuality, and
employed M. Heidegger's thinking of The Being to derive the
solutions.

This paper consists of four chapters. Chapter 1 provides the
problem discussed in the paper and a foundation for its solutions. In
Chapter 1II, using Baudrillard’s simulation theory, 1 describe that
correction or retribution itself can be a simulacre, and that control by
power can lie behind them. In other words, it is shown that the
process of simulation conceals the original of the simulacre, that is,
the deep image that is not seen. The above explanation, however, is
useful only for approach to penology from the theoretical view, so
penology in actuality is discussed in the next chapter. In chapter III, 1
examine through specific examples how the objectives of penology
discord in the field of actuality, and suggest a solution to that
disagreement. Instead of taking a linear compromise by adopting one
of the two objectives or by searching a middle point between them (to

change the way of thinking), a new approach to the problem in a

% Education and Rehabilitation Division Officer, Seong Dong Detention Center, Ph.D.
Candidate, The Graduate School of Korean Studies
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different dimension (a turning the site of thinking) is suggested as the
solution. That approach includes three points : Understanding of the
duplicity of the purpose of penology, conversion to the verbal concept
and cognition of the limit in actuality. Finally, Chapter IV summarized
the paper.

This paper especially emphasizes that understanding of the accurate
meaning of actuality should come first for improvement of penology,
because setting an ideal without the exact recognition of the current
state only leads to a dissonance. In order to resolve the estrangement
between the actuality and the ideal, a more serious self-examination 1s

needed and should be continued.

FAe 1 Al EEAE, BYEH, wE = A E, S

Keywords : Simulation, Penology Objective, Correction or
Resocialization, Retribution
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