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Prison Inmates’ Criminal Records and Their Main Correlates
(socio—demographic variables, economic status, total served time, prison-mates,

self-control): Theoretical Expectations and Empirical Tests

Min, Suhong#*

Five correlates of prison inmates’s criminal records were drawn
from 3 major crime theories. Total household income and receipt of
welfare drawn from social strain theory were turned out to be not
related to inmates’ criminal records. Total served time drawn from
differential association theory was related to inmates’ criminal records
while having prison-mates, another element of differential association,
was not. Inmate’s self-control was significantly related to his/her
criminal records. Thus empirical test results give full support to
self-control theory, partial support to differential association theory,

and no support to social strain theory.
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