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A Study on Citizen Patrol for Voluntary Crime Prevention

Jeon Youngsil *

Involving community residents in voluntary crime prevention will
make them feel safer. Real crime can be expected to decline as well.
This study examines some theories and research related citizen patrol.
And this study examines the realities of citizen patrol and suggests
the methods activating citizen patrol. The basic theory of citizen patrol
s situational crime prevention.

To understand the realities of citizen patrol, survey was conducted
using questionnaires. Data were collected from 450 volunteers who
were participated in citizen patrol in Seoul. Major research findings are
as follows. Members of citizen patrol groups more often are males,
middle aged. Among voluntary crime prevention activities, patrol
within risk region i1s most. With respect to regional effect of citizen
patrolling, ‘reduction in juvenile delinquency’, ‘reduction in crimes’,
"developing rapport with residents’ are most. Based on findings in this
study, it suggest several ways for activating citizen patrolling. With
respect to organizational aspects, we need to diversify participants.
Also, we need to diversify and increase citizen patrol time. With
respect to police’s support, police have to train up citizen patrol
volunteers. With respect to social aspects, providing incentives for
citizen patrol volunteers and financial assistance to citizen patrol

groups are needed.

FAO AR, HE Y, R W

Keywords : citizen patrol, crime prevention, situational crime
prevention

* Research Fellow, Ph.D, Korean Institute of Criminal Justice Policy
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