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Attitude toward the Law and Juvenile Delinquency

Kim, Joon-Ho*

The major theme of the research is the relationship between the
attitude toward the law and juvenile delinquencies. The model of the
research has 3 causal stages. The socialization of family, school, and
the general society may influence the developmental stages of the
legal attitude and the attitude toward the society. These 2 variables
may fomulate the attitude toward the law which may influence the
delinquencies.

The major findings are, developmental stages is founded as a
major cause of the serious delinquency while the attitude toward the
general society has influence on the minor delinquent behaviors such
as drinking and smoking. These 2 variables has strong relationship
with the attitude toward the law, and the unfavorable attitude toward
the law may produce the rationalization or the neutralization
mechanism which facilitate juvenile delinquency. It is also found that
there is interaction between the developmental stages and the attitude
toward the general society. The juveniles in the upper developmental
stage may have negative attitude against the society but do not use
these as the neutralization mechanism, while the juveniles in the
relatively lower developmental stages may excuse their delinquent

vehaviors with these attitudes.

FAo W, el e B, Wl g, A3 i B

Keywords : juvenile delinquency, attitude toward the law,
developmental stages of the legal attitude, attitude
toward the society

* Professor, Department of Sociology, Korea University, Ph. D. in Sociology
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