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A Study on Japanese Jury System

Chung, Jin-Soo*

After a lapse(pause, breach) of 60 years, Japan is planning to bring
back a jury system - but a huge effort will be required to convince
ordinary Japanese about its advantages. Beginning in 2009, Japan will
institute a jury system called saiban-in. Juries consisting of three
law-trained judges and six citizens chosen by lottery will decide criminal
cases by majority vote. Japan had an American—style jury system for 15
years, but it was abolished by Japan’'s military government in 1943.
Since then, verdicts have been decided by three—judge panels, leaving
citizens with no voice in a system in which virtually all criminal trials
end in a conviction. The return to citizen participation represents a bold
commitment to have ordinary Japanese take greater responsibility in
running the country. If a jury is sufficiently unhappy with the
government’s case or the government’s conduct, it can simply refuse to
convict. This possibility puts powerful pressure on the state to behave
properly and ultimately leads to better governance. For this reason, a jury
is one of the most important protections of a democracy. The goals are
noble, but the new system faces many challenges. The government has
already begun a campaign to educate the Japanese about the advantages
of a jury system, but there are troubling signs that the message may not
be getting through. The government will review the new system after
three years. If it concludes that jury service is too difficult for the
Japanese to accept, new dispute will begin whether the japanese jury

system should be abolished or not.

FAlo] © AW, WA, APEAE, AbE R

Keywords : japanese jury system, criminal justice reform
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