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Reform of Criminal Procedure and Changes in the Role of Police

Kim, Tae-Myeongx*

The government has tried to secure a fair, transparent and
effective judicial system, submitting wide-ranging reform plans to the
National Assembly in 2005. On April 30. 2007, the National Assembly
enacted new legislation on the trial process that more specifically
stipulates that courts should focus on the testimonies made in trials,
which was often disregarded as judges avoid time-consuming court
procedures and tend to rely heavily on pretrial dispositions provided by
the prosecution. And the jury system for criminal cases will be
introduced for the first time on January 1. 2008 along with the other
judicial reform measures approved by the National Assembly. These
revisions are expected to expand ways to protect human rights
through judiciary procedures, which have been criticized for being too
authoritarian.

Under the new acts are many changes going to be enforced in the
criminal procedure system. In particular, the power of police in
criminal investigations will undergo extensive reform. For example, all
suspects will now have the right for their lawyer to participate in an
interrogation. These measures will check investigation agencies, who
have hitherto enjoyed too much power. Investigation procedures might
be interrupted if a lawyer misuses the right to object. But considering
that investigation agencies have been notorious for exerting excessive
pressure during interrogations, they should accept that they are the
reason for this change.

And the investigation officer’'s testimony is introduced in the new

Criminal Procedure Act, so police witness can be summoned to the

* Associate Professor, Department of Law, Dongguk University
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criminal court and examined by parties. Thus investigation officers are
going to stand in front of judges or jury panel, and witness what they
has experienced in many cases. Under the revised law, police is
expected to gain the authority to commit an primary investigation
under his own responsibility, and to be put under strong pressure to

thedueprocess of law.
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Keywords : Reform of Criminal Procedure, jury system, criminal
investigation,police witness, due process of law

2, A HR

’



