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A Gender Difference in Causes of Delinquency: Using
Panel data from Two Age Groups

Lee, Seong-Sik*

This study intends to test whether there is a gender difference in
explaining delinquency. This work tests social bond, differential
association/social learning, strain, and a general theory of delinquency
and identifies several explanatory factors. In addition, to test a
developmental perspective that the factor underling delinquency is
different across different age groups(elementary vs middle school
students), we use KYPS data from two different age groups.

Results show that family factors have no significant effects on
delinquency in both male and female students. Second, the effect of
commitment to scholastic activities is more important in explaining
delinquency of middle school students but there is no gender
difference. Third, the effects of association with delinquent peers is
significant in both male and female students across two age groups.
However, strain with peers is more important factor in male middle
school students. Fourth, the effects of self-control is significant in both
male and female students across two age groups. However, its effect

is significant on minor delinquency but mediated by association with

* Professor, Department of Information Sociology, Soongsil University, Ph.D. in
Sociology
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delinquent peers on major delinquency.

Overall, results show that there are gender differences in explaining
delinquency and the effects of those important factors are also
different across two age groups. In addition, findings reveal that those
effects can be different across types of delinquency. However,
association with delinquent peers and low self-control are more
important explanatory factors in both male and female students. The

policy implications of those results are discussed.

FAo LA, 9%, vE, AdAts

Keywords : gender, age, delinquency, panel data




