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TheDifferentCausalitiesunderDifferentageGroupsin
JuvenileDelinquency:FocusingonHirschi'sSocialBonding

Theory

2)Kim,Sang-Weon*

This study examines the different causality under different age
groups in juvenile delinquency. In this study, the relationships
betweenvariablesrelatedtosocialcontrolandjuveniledelinquencyare
tested through the perspective of social control theories, specially,
Hirschi's social bonding theory. Social control theoryfocuses upon
techniques andstrategies that regulatehumanbehavior andleadto
confirmity, or obedience tosociety's rules. Themore involvedand
committedapersonis toconventional activitiesandvaluesandthe
greater theattachment toparents, lovedones, andpeer groups, the
lesslikelythat personistocommit crimeanddelinquency. Hirschi's
social bondingtheoryhasrepresentedthisperspective. Hirschi pointed
out four social bonds that promote social conformity: attachment,
commitment, involvement, andbeliefs. Heclaimed, thestronger these
socialbonds, thelesslikelihoodofdelinquency. Thisstudyintendsto
test this theory by comparing with models estimated fromtwo
differentagegroupsbyusingKoreanYouthPanelSurvey(KYPS)data
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from2,844 elementary school students and 3,209 middle school
students. Results showdifferent findings betweentwodifferent age
groups. Overall, theassociationbetweensocial bondsanddelinquency
isfoundfrombothagegroupsofadolescence. However, thereisno
support for the hypothesis that parents have more influence on
elementary school students' delinquent behavior thanmiddle school
students' delinquentbehavior.
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