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Roles and Limits of Criminal Justice Officers in the
Handling with the Juvenile Violent Offenders

Choi, Byung-Gak*

The problems of juvenile delinquency, especially violence among
students have recently been the hottest issue in Korea. The act of
using physical force against another unlawfully with the intent to harm
is a kind of crime. And diverse violent acts of juveniles call for the
intervention of the criminal justice agencies. In fact violent juvenile
offenders cause harms not only to the victims but also to themselves.
In this context harsh punishment of juvenile violences cannot be a
complete solution. It is important to correct the character of violent
juveniles and change the surroundings related to juvenile violences.
The necessity of diversion is emphasized in handling violent juvenile
cases. The role of the police, the prosecutor, the court, the probation
office, the juvenile institution would be vital with regard to organize
all available resources in the community. The participation of parents,
teachers, and volunteers in the community should be tied with the
criminal justice agencies in order to beat the proliferation of juvenile

violence in school and street.

* Professor of Law, College of Law, Donga University, Ph.D. in Law
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