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Content analysis of sentencing on suspension of execution
of sentence for cases involving child abuse

Kang, Hee-Ju* - Sung, Yun-Hee** - Lee, Yeon-Ji***-
Lee, Gyeong-Eun*** - Chung, Ick-Joong*****

Recently, voices have been raised for appropriate punishment and effective
countermeasures for child abuse crimes, but analysis and discussion have not been
conducted on the characteristics of a suspended sentence for child abuse and
sentencing factors that are prone to re-offending child abuse due to the return to
the family of origin. Accordingly, among the suspended sentences for cases
involving child abuse from July 2019 to July 2021, content analysis was conducted
on 350 rulings in which the abuser was a parent or de facto guardian.

As a result, knives, hammers, and iron pipes were used as abuse tools, and 23.0%
of children under the age of 6 were abused, higher than all child abuse cases, and
91.3% of the abuse sites were closed, including homes, confirming that probationary
child abuse cases could pose a fatal threat to children’s lives. As a result of
analyzing the factors of suspended sentence for child abuse, relatively low criminal
punishment was carried out for child abuse due to victims’ expressing unwillingness
to punish offenders, sincere remorse, high consideration of mitigation, and low
consideration of aggravation on the perpetrator’s criminal history. In addition, only
37.7% of cases were subject to probation at the discretion of judges, and in some
rulings, where the order of lecture was not even mentioned, the victim child could

be exposed to the risk of repeated abuse after the ruling.

* Graduate student, Department of Socialwelfare. Ewha University
** Researcher, Ewha of Legal Science Institute, Ewha university
**% Clinical Professor, Inha Law School
**** Researcher, Ewha of Legal Science Institute, Ewha university
*dkick Professor, Department of Socialwelfare. Ewha University
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In this context, legal and administrative alternatives have been proposed such as
the need to raise criminal punishment for cruel and repeated child abuse cases; the
enactment of individual laws to protect children affected by criminal cases;
information sharing among child abuse officials in local governments, child
protection agencies and probation offices; and guaranteeing legal support of
intermediaries and guardians to guarantee the right to participate in children affected

by child abuse.

+ keywords: Child abuse, Suspension of Execution of Sentence, Judicial Precedent
Analyses, Actual State of Sentencing, Protection of Child Abuse

Victim
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