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The Effect of time on child statements:

A Forensic psychological study on the Constitutional Court Judgment on
the rule of video evidence of sexual violence victims against minors

Jaekyung Ahn* - Yimoon Choi**

The Korean Constitutional Court ruled unconstitutional on the special provisions
for Video evidence of sexual violence victims against minors in December 2021.
From now on, child victims of sexual violence need to attend and testify at least
one year after the traumatic memories. In addition, if an appeal trial is to be held,
the statement is likely to be made after a fairly long period of time. Unlike adults,
children experience the greatest rate of development, so it is necessary to investigate
the effect of time on the credibility of child statements.

In this study, the author investigated changes in child statements over time and
examined whether the defendant’s right of defense could actually be guaranteed.
Prior research represents that the children cannot recount past events in a sequential
form yet they remember the details of the incident fairly accurate. Second, experts
help to improve memory is needed to remind the exact content over time. Third,
the accuracy of recollected memories does not differ greatly depending on the age,
but the degree of understanding of legal situations and terms differs. Therefore,
open-ended free-recall cues, and the use of Wh Questions produce accurate
responses. Above all, the longer the interval between the occurrence of the traumatic
incidents and the recovery of memory, the more the memory can be distorted or
forgotten. Therefore a quick investigation and trial process are essential, so that the
memory recovery process can be accomplished at the earliest. The legal and

theoretical implications of the results and future directions for research are discussed.

* Graduate student, Department of Criminology. Korean National Police University
** Professor, Department of Public Administration, Korean National Police University
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